Fall 2017 Newsletter of the Black Earth Historical Society

e-mail: behistoricalsoc@gmail.com
2017 Calendar of Events
WATCH FOR UPDATES IN THE NEWS-SICKLE-ARROW.
2017 Santa Sunday—Our most popular event—12/3/17!
Your Help Needed! When should we have our annual meeting? Cold
weather and Packer Games have made it hard to predict. This years was
on Sunday 2/12/17 at 2:00 pm and the best attendance in years. Tell us
what you think—Please.
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President’s Message
Greetings Members and Supporters to our Fall edition of The
Depot Dispatch.
Our Depot Museum is now closed until the end of May 2018, but can
be open by appointment only now. We had a good summer and again,
had Bill Rettenmund's frontier farm scene as a feature attraction. Many
Thanks Bill!!
We welcome a new board member, Ryan Reader, who is filling the
term of Shirley Danz. Shirley was a long-time officer and board
member of the Society, and will be missed for her many contributions
to the Society in all of her capacities.
Also, we welcome Carolyn Shaffer, as our new Archivist. Carolyn fills a
much needed roll for the Society that has been carried on by JoAn
Turk and Wayne Barsness, who will continue to tutor Carolyn. Many
Thanks to JoAn and Wayne.
We are saddened by the death of Virgil Matz. Virgil was a wealth of
knowledge of local history with records to support it.
As this year winds down and thoughts of assembling records for
income tax filling, please consider the Black Earth Historical Society for
a tax-deductible contribution to offset your taxes and support our
continued operation. We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Paul Skalet, President
Note: to watch Depot Restoration Movie on YouTube go to:
http://tinyurl.com/2016DepotMovie
To see a brief QuickTime 2016 Depot Museum video tour:
http://tinyurl.com/2016DepotTour (watch it a 2nd time if jerky.)

Summer a Success

The 25th Depot to Depot Run/Walk and our
September 2nd Brat Fry at the Shoe Box were
successful and benefited from good weather
helpful volunteers and the stream of customers at
the Shoe Box on Saturday.
Thank you to Steve Schmitt and the Shoe Box
Staff that voted us Best Brat Fry of the summer
and to our volunteers that help us on these events.
We also had very good attendance at the
museum this summer a visit by several groups of
first graders from the elementary school (photo)
10/17. We hope this will generate more visits by
young people as it seems mostly old people are
interested in history.
This is the conclusion of the article that appeared in the
August 9, 1946 issue of the Dane County News: Part 3 of 3
B LACK E ARTH C ENTENNIAL ,
T HURSDAY , A UGUST 15 TH
C ONTINUED FROM S UMMER D EPOT D ISPATCH

Murder and Suicide:-- Thursday forenoon, June
29, 1871, the village was thrown into great
excitement by several reports of a revolver and
the cry of “Saunders is killing his wife.” Everyone
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within hearing rushed to Mrs. Saunder’s millinery
store, but only to find their worst fears realized.
The murder had done his work. Mrs. Saunders
was lying in the middle of the floor, the blood
spurting from a bullet wound in her neck and
another in her face. She was still conscious, and
when spoken to said, “Oh my poor children,” and
a moment later, when Dr. Stair had arrived, again
spoke to the doctor. In the meanwhile the excited
crowd began to look for Saunders. The word was
given that he had entered the dwelling-house next
door—and into that the men rushed. As he was
known to have a revolver with him, some care
was taken in the search, so that it was some five
minutes before he was found. He had gone to the
darkest corner of the cellar and there placed the
muzzle of the revolver in his mouth and fired,
killing himself almost instantly. The cries of the
excited citizens were immediately hushed. That
he had received his just deserts was plainly
depicted on every countenance. Not one word of
sympathy for him was uttered. Charles Saunders
was about 40 years of age and his wife Mrs.
Louisa Saunders, 37. They were married in
England and came to this country soon after.
They had lived together twenty years, four years
of that time in N. Y. and 15 in this village. They
had six children. Mr. Saunders was a carpenter
and joiner by trade and when sober, was an
excellent mechanic, when intoxicated, which was
quite frequent—he was quarrelsome and abusive
to his family. His wife, being unable long to submit
to him, had applied for a divorce, since which time
he had been forbidden to enter her store. It
appears, on the morning of the murder, Saunders
went into the store intoxicated, and seating
himself on the counter, asked Mrs. S. to go with
him to Madison that day, adding the he wished to
make over to her the deed of some property. She
partially promised to go, but wished to take her
son, William, which he objected to. She then left
the room, and he waited. On her return he
commenced abusing her and her mother in a
most shameful manner. After bearing with him for
a few minutes, she ordered him to leave the store.
He refused to go and drew a revolver, fired, hitting
her both in the neck and again in the face. He
then leveled the gun at her mother as she came
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into the room but the shots did not take effect. Mrs.
Saunders died seven hours later.
Congregational Church—A society was first
organized here under the ministrations of Rev. A.
S. Allen, November 1, 1855, and church
organization perfected October 11, 1856. In 1861 ,
the society erected a small church edifice at the
cost of $1,200, which seated 250 persons.
Episcopal Church:--Rev. S. P. Eldridge was
first to proclaim the Episcopal faith in this village.
He succeeded in 1873 in gathering together and
organizing a small band of deciples (sic), holding
services in the town hall. The church membership
remained only 15 members in 1878 altho they
built a small church.
Masonic:--A dispensation was granted for the
institution of a Masonic lodge in this place on the
first day of September, 1869. George High was
the first W. M. followed by Samuel Goodlad who
held the office 9 years.
Mendotas:--On the 24th day of April, 1874,
Minnehaha Council No. 2, Ancient Order of
Mendotas was instituted in the town hall. This
order wa made of both men and women, who
fitted up a beautiful hall over the A. S. Johnson
store. The nuclias (sic) of the Black Earth and
Middleton councils organized 49 councils in
various places in Wisconsin and Minnesota many
of which are still flourishing.
Patrons of Husbandry:--Black Earth Grange
No. 118 was organized April 1, 1873. This also
was made up of men and women. After the
burning of their hall in 1880 the order died.
Planing Mill:--U. D. Wood in 1875 commenced
business in the village as a carpenter and builder
and during the dull seasons of trade, began the
manufacture of bee-hives, milk safes and other
articles in demand. Gradually he added tools until
he had everything necessary for planning, scroll
sawing and turning. His mill was located near the
cheese factory in the south part of the village.
Hauling Can:--Barber and Nuubson have
invented and secured patent on a can for hauling
milk to the factories, which they first began
manufacturing in 1879. Later they invented a milk
cooler.
Creamery:--In the fall of 1879 Enoch Wood
commenced the manufacture of butter from pure
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cream, manufacturing for such farmers as choose
to avail themselves to his facilities for doing the
work. His business increased taking in a large
portion of the town of Cross Plains.
Cheese Factory:--The manufacture of cheese
for the general trade was first commenced in this
place in 1875, when Manwaring, Wilson and
Beaty erected in the south part of the village a two
story frame building. They made 60,000 to 70,000
pounds of cheese each year for the first five years.
A greater part was consumed at home, but a
large part was sent to England.
Machine Shops:--Peter Johnson commenced
business here, on a small scale, in 1871, with a
capital of only $40. After seven years of
increasing business he began the manufacture of
three and five shovel cultivators.
Newspapers
Black Earth has the distinction of having the
first newspaper in western Dane. The first paper
in Black Earth was the Advertiser, started by
Clarence Burnett in 1868. In addition the
Mazomanie Sickle, the Mt. Horeb Weekly News
and the Sauk City paper were printed in Black
Earth. Following, Mr. Burnett, editors E. J. Browne,
S. K. Adams, Felix Kremer, W. J. Miller, Fount
and Ray Zintz published the Dane County News
until May of 1918 when Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W.
Pickering purchased the paper, building the paper
to its present peak. Last October, the Mazomanie
Sickle was acquired and is now published in the
Pickering Printing Co. Office.
The nationality of the village continues to be
about the same as that of the first settlers—equal
amounts of English, Norwegian and German
decent. Black Earth chiefly on agriculture for
support, altho (sic)
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The Black Earth Historical Society
P.O. Box 214
Black Earth, WI 53515-0214

2018 Bill Rettenmund’s Heritage Farm Display may be Back?
He is often available on Sunday’s, or by appointment, so you may bring the
kids or grandkids! Let us know! OK? Annual Dues are due for 2018! If you
need a deduction on 2017 taxes we hope you’ll think of us!

