Black Earth Historical Society
29th Annual Meeting

Wednesday February 3, 2021 7:30 p.m.
1022 Blue Mounds Street
Black Earth, Wisconsin
Officers – February 2020 thru February 2021
President Wayne Barsness
Vice President Harold Miller
Treasurer David Cooper
Secretary Jan Cowan
Board of Directors
Terms expire February 2021
Wayne Barsness
Rita Miller
Brenda Carlson

Terms expire February 2022
David Cooper
Gary Ballweg
Jan Schroeder
Shirley Williams

Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Call to Order.
Roll Call of Board Members.
Minutes of February 16, 2020 Annual Meeting
Treasurer’s Report – David Cooper
Proposed 2021 Budget
Election of Directors – Three seats – Three-year term each
Rita Miller
Brenda Carlson
Wayne Barsness
7. Other Business
8. Adjournment of Business Meeting

Terms expire February 2023
Lavonne Clason
Harold Miller
Jan Cowan
Debbie Ballweg

President’s Message
2020 has been a difficult year for everyone. The pandemic essentially shut most
everything down from the end of March to the present. As we all know, we were
unable to open the Museum, have our two scheduled brat fries at the Shoe Box,
our food sale at the Concerts in the Park, conduct our annual Santa visit or even
consistently hold a regular monthly meeting.
However, we were able to have a successful rummage sale at the History Center
in October, two Culver Share events, a tremendous membership drive and a great
new fundraiser, the calendar sale. Thank you to all who helped make this year a
fundraising success under these trying circumstances. And a special thank you
to board members Gary and Debbie Ballweg for their membership efforts,
calendar sales, work setting up the Christmas Barber display, selling of various
surplus items and all the other miscellaneous work they did for the Society. Also,
a special thank you to Brenda Carlson for the creative and professional job
designing our calendar and to Editor Jennifer Rude Klett for her excellent work
writing and publishing our newsletter, The Depot Dispatch.
Under the direction of archivist Carolyn Shaffer, work continues to be done on
the huge job of organizing the items in our collection. Currently Carolyn, Miles
Varichak and high school volunteer Sophie Reader are in the process of scanning
our photographs. Cataloging and entering all collection information into our data
base will be a long and tedious job but one that must be completed so we all
know exactly what we have in our possession and where it is located.
Owning two buildings, maintenance and upkeep is always an ongoing issue. The
flat portion of the History Center roof was repaired and resealed in November
for $3655. This year we will need to roof the History Museum at the Depot and
repair water damaged drywall at the History Center. Costs for these repairs is
expected to exceed $10,000. Painting of the Depot Museum should be planned
for 2022.
Again, thank you to our current board members and all society members who
helped make this year a success under circumstances no one could have
anticipated. We are fortunate to have such a talented and dedicated group of
individuals who continue to promote, preserve, and share the history of Black
Earth and the surrounding area.
Wayne Barsness, President

Black Earth Historical Society
MINUTES OF 2020 ANNUAL MEETING
February 16, 2020
Vice President, Wayne Barsness welcomed our 46 guests and opened our Annual Meeting by
explaining that President Paul Skalet has stepped down as President due to illness but would
like to remain as a board member. B.E.H.S. Board members were introduced: David Cooper,
Harold Miller, Janice Schroeder, Shirley Williams, Rita Miller, Carolyn Schaffer, LaVonne Clason ,
Gary Ballweg and Jan Cowan. Steve Webber has stepped down and was thanked for his work on
the Board.
Wayne invited Jan to read the minutes. A motion was made to approve the minutes from the
2019 annual meeting. Motion carried. Janice Schroeder/Rita Miller.
David Cooper gave the treasure’s report for 2019 and the proposed budget for 2020. See inside
of bulletin. A motion was made to accept the Treasure’s report. Motion carried. LaVonne
Clason/Shirley Williams.
Wayne reported that the following Board members term expires in 2020. These three members
agreed to stay on: Jan Cowan, LaVonne Clason and Harold Miller. Debbie Hueslemann was
nominated to be a new member. Motion carried. Bob Clason/Rita Miller.
Wayne asked if there were questions for the Board. No replies.
Shirley Williams made a motion to adjourn the business meeting. Motion carried. Harold
Wayne welcomed our guest speaker and author Jennifer Rude Klett. Jennifer shared her nonfiction book, Alamo Doughboy: Marching into the Heart of Kaizer’s Germany During World War
1. Klett is a long-time journalist and regular contributor to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Newspaper. She is editor of the Depot Dispatch and a member of BEHS. She shared many family
stories and answered interesting questions about World War 1. Jennifer was pleased to sign
copies of her book, Alamo Doughboys. This was a very interesting program.
It was announced that guests should stay for coffee and cookies after the program.
After the presentation the board met briefly to discuss the furnace problem at the Church site.
Eric Nelson temporary fixed the electrical problem for $150. We were asked for references for
an electrician that might completely fix the furnace wiring. Jeff Dreson and Jeff Kranz will be
called by Wayne. We had a discussion about who we should hire to take down the walnut tree
between the church and Koenig’s house. LaVonne made a motion to go with the Amish bid of
$1,600 dividing the cost with the Koenigs. Motion carried. Harold.
Shirley Williams made a motion to adjourn this meeting. Motion carried. LaVonne.
Jan Cowan- Secretary

